
Issue 455 
JULY 2026 

NEWS & VIEWS 

 

KENN 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  455 JULY 2026   

2 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

July   
 1st  - Hilary Landers  
5th -   Avril Gaunt   
10th - Caroline Holden  
          Molly Cheek  
12th -  Gus Van Riessen 
15th  -  Ashley Julian Diffey 
17th  - Celia Andrews 
17th  -  Dylan Mapstone 
 21st -  Toby Naish                       
 24th  - Brian Walters 
            Eloise Gale                                                                                  
25th -  Sue Pugh  
27th - Jessica Clanchard (Brett) 
28th -  Juliet Stowell 
           Jack Stowell 
    Millie & Mike Stowell WA 
    Charlie Mackay  
29th - Emma & Peter Brooks WA 
       Liz & Vince Stowell WA      

 

Our Flag  

Our flag was flown on 29th May to welcome Ruby, 

daughter to Tom and Kirsty Bye, and a  granddaughter for  

Steve and Lynn Bye  

 

Church Floodlighting  - none so far in June 

 
St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Altar Guild 
July Rota  

 
 

Jill Butland with  
Marianna Mackay 

 
Visiting St John's to look at the beautiful flower arrangements 
may be your first experience of this lovely village space, 
which is open everyday for everyone, 
maybe for a quiet moment in your busy 
day, or a peaceful place to consider 
something that is on your mind. 
 
Hilary Landers  Jenny Pascoe Julia Bush 
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Lunch Break 

 
My goodness June Lunch Break was really busy!  We welcomed some 
new guests and many regulars; there was lots of chat and laughter in 
the hall.   
 
Thank you to everyone who came.  
   
Homemade soup, bread (provided by Pullin’s), cheeses, homemade cake 
and tea and coffee served at your table  
for a suggested donation of £6. 
 
Please come and join us on Monday 6th July from 12.30 onwards. 
 
Please note, Lunch Break will have a break in August! 
Sarah and Tim 
 
July – 6th 12.30 – 2pm 
            August – no Lunch Break 

Mead Cottage Open Garden and Train! 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Open Garden at the end of May 
to support St Peter’s Hospice in memory of a dear friend who had very 
sadly passed away very recently.   
 
It was a very a last-minute decision to open our garden, the weather  
forecast was set fair, perfect for train rides!   
 
We’re delighted to report £816.96 was raised during the afternoon, which  
is an amazing amount of money, thank you!  
 
This was the total amount gifted in the sealed collection bucket and Gift Aid 
envelopes.  
 
Sarah and Tim 
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Jewellery, Collectables, 
Antiques & Interiors 

 
Thursdays 2nd and 23rd July 

10.30am 
Viewing Wednesday prior 

10am — 5pm or 
morning of Auction 9am-10.30am 

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
 

Thursday10th September 10.30am 
 

Catalogues can be viewed at 
 

info@clevedonsalerooms.com 
 

   
 
 
 
 

       With COFFEE  MORNING  
                                               
  Saturday 11th July 10.00-12noon 

North Somerset Times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copies of this local  newspaper are  available in  
the Church Porch from Wednesday mornings 
 

 
Village Hall  Booking:  
Denise Bigwood 0797 7415 326 
kvhallbooking@gmail.com 
 
The Team of Yatton Moor 
Parish Office 01934 832184 
office@yattonchurches.org 
 
St John the Evangelist :  
Priest in charge -  Denise Calverley  
revdencal@icloud.com 
 
Churchwardens:   
Julia Bush  01275 873554                  
Hilary Landers 01275 878283 
 
Technical John Ball 078 1667 1304 
 

 
Kenn Village Website: 
  Kennvillage.co.uk 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna Mackay   340323  
  Chris Taylor            872781 
 
Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Tower  Floodlighting:                                      
  Geoff Hulance 077 1554 8860 
     
  
News & Views:  
          Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 
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July Charity Coffee Morning - Kenn Church Room 
Hosted by Jean Fenwick and Rebecca Brett 

 Saturday 25th July — 10—12 noon 

“In aid of Tommy’s” 
 

Tommy’s is the UK’s leading  pregnancy and baby loss charity, working to make 

pregnancy safer and reduce miscarriages, still-births and premature birth. 

They fund research into why pregnancies go wrong, provide support and  

information, campaign for improvements in maternity care and run research  

centres in the UK 

 

Rebecca Brett 

 

If you would like  to host the fourth Saturday Coffee Morning for a 

Charity of your choice— Contact Celia Andrews 01275  877806 

 

Events at Disati this June 

June has been a busy and brilliant month at Disati, with lots of familiar 

faces  returning and plenty of new ones discovering us too — whether for 

everyday  café life, catching up over coffee, or joining in with the events 

we’ve been hosting. 

 

Our Open Mic Night was a real highlight, with such a great mix of performances and plenty 

of local talent creating an amazing atmosphere. We can’t wait to do it all again — the next 

Open Mic Night will be on 14th August, so save the date. 

 

A big thank you as well to everyone who joined us for the live screening of England’s first 

match — it was fantastic to share the excitement and atmosphere.  

We’re planning to host more England Match evenings, so keep an eye on our social media 

channels for announcements and upcoming dates. 

 

There’s plenty more to look forward to this month: 

 

  10th July – Live Music (act to be confirmed) 

  24th July – Music Bingo   

 

Thank you to everyone who joined us in June — we love seeing our community grow and can’t 

wait to welcome you back for more great events soon. 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
 
 
 
 
30th May a pair of swans with eight 
cygnets appeared at the bottom of  
our garden on the River Kenn 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
           They returned on  the 11th June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And again on 21st June 
 
 
Aren’t they growing well? 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
10th June, after I had cut the grass by the  
Kenn Canal at the Village Hall field, a deer 
appeared, ran round for a while then saw me. 
 
It did not like me, and immediately leapt the 
fence, then the water, then the next fence 
and disappeared into the distance. 
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Basic Life Support and Defibrillator Training 

 
Kenn Village Hall - Wednesday 2nd September 6:30 pm 

 

All are welcome to this update in a friendly non-threatening session.  
Don’t forget you never know when you may be called upon to try and save a life.  

This is the time to learn, when it is a plastic manikin.  
No one will make mistakes, you will just make learning opportunities. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all. Jenny Pascoe 
Please save the date in your diary 

 
Kenn Village Supper Club 19.00, Thursday 9

th
 July, Moorend Spout 

 
The next two supper club evenings are booked for Thursday 9

th
 July and Thursday  13

th
 August, 

starting at 19.00.  
 
Everyone is welcome and as usual please may I have your menu choices one week in advance. 
Any queries please contact me: e: martin.jaehme@gmail.com T: 07831 137339 
 
Best wishes.                             Martin 
 

 
Kenn Christian Aid Week 2026 
 

Thankyou Thankyou Thankyou to everyone who                                     
contributed to Christian Aid Week 2026.  
 
You raised slightly in excess of £440, similar to last year, and given by 1 in 
3 of the folk who received an envelope, and trudged up to Quercus to put 
their contribution in the churn or mailbox. 
 
If you still want to contribute 'It's never too late to Donate'.  
 
Info for this can be found on line. 
 
Thankyou also to Jane, who delivered the envelopes in Duck Lane. 
Julia Bush 

mailto:martin.jaehme@gmail.com
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KENN W.I. 

 
 

Becky Barnes gave us a talk on sustainable fashion at the June meeting  
of Kenn W.I.   She emphasised that we should never use conditioner in  
our washing machines.   
Becky also told us that it was not necessary to use the hottest setting and 
to think about the amount of water we use.  
She was very alarmist about modern pieces that some people only wear 
once which are made from plastics and end up in the sea or on coasts  
because they never disintegrate.   
 
We were all encouraged to see what we already had in our wardrobes  
and also to haunt charity and vintage shops and buy from them.   
It was a most interesting talk and elicited many questions. 
 
This year the Annual Meeting took place on-line and was watched by 
some members.  This year the Resolutions were on accessible toilets  
and homelessness for women.   
Next year the meeting will take place in Hull.  
It is good to move the meeting around as it means that ladies who would 
find it difficult to get to London get a chance to attend if it is held in their  
area. 
 
There are a great many activities for the future.  
Names were being taken for a visit to Weston Museum, there will be Craft 
and Natter afternoons in the Village Hall in July and September and the 
Annual Outing to the Wye Valley will take place in August.   
Payment for the Outing will be required at the July meeting.  Members 
were also signing up for walks and lunches.   
 
There is always something going on so if you would care to join us, please 
do.  We meet in the Village Hall for our formal meetings on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at 2.30 p.m. and you will be sure of a warm             
welcome.      

Ann Holtham 
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Chris Blake captured 

some pictures of a  
 

Humming Bird Hawk 
Moth  

on his lavender  
and verbena 

 
 

From Dicky Howett 
A bug taking a leaf out in a Kenn 
garden in May. 
 

Kenn Parish Council 
 

Eleanor Wade our Parish Clerk of many years has decided to retire!  Eleanor has  
been a very hard working dedicated member of the Parish Council and has guided us 
through many changes over the years with her expert knowledge and advice 
We have been lucky to have had Eleanor for such a long time and she will be missed 
 
We hope that she has a long and happy retirement 
 
We have appointed a new clerk and she is in place . Her name is Alicia Fox. 
Alicia joins us with a great deal of knowledge as she is clerk to other Parish Councils 
as well. Alicia will be at her first Parish Council for Kenn at the next meeting  

 
Monday 13th July at 7.30pm - at Kenn Village Hall  

  
and is looking forward to meeting with the Councillors and villagers alike 
 
Please come along and meet her if you can 
 
Kind regards     Sheila Naish   Chair 
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Beavers in North Somerset.  

 
With the news that Beavers have been found in Blagdon Lake, almost certainly 
as a result of illegal unlicensed release, experience elsewhere means it  
probably won't be that long before they show up locally.  
 
The Blagdon lake outflows into the Congresbury Yeo that reaches the Severn  
estuary at Tutshill Sluice Kingston Seymour, in addition much of the Rhine  
system in Kingston and Kenn is kept filled in summer with water from the Yeo.  
 
You may be excited to see these creatures in a waterway near you but they are 
likely to cause considerable problems in our lowland managed countryside.   
 
They are animals best suited to wilderness areas and even though they were 
once native here, like Bears and Wolves, there is good reason they were  
hunted to extinction in the middle ages, not just for hats but as our countryside 
was increasingly being managed for agriculture,  nature's engineers were a 
nuisance to the human engineers. 
 
The obvious problems that they are already causing on the Somerset levels,  
where they have been in evidence for several years is blocking watercourses 
and burrowing into banks.  
 
As usual,  the relevant authorities are behind the curve with protocols for  
dealing with the financial consequences of the activities of this protected  
species.  
 
The Drainage Board does have one officer who is licensed to oversee some 
clearing up of any dams or leaks they cause but we are asking that this be  
easier than the current regime that applies to badgers.  
 
In North America where they still have wilderness,  they have several 
measures of control, including lethal, if they get into culverts and drainage  
ditches.   
 
Finally those that advocate for the reintroduction of once native species  
always, leave somebody else to pick up the financial consequences,  so we 
wait to see how this develops..  
 
Tim Bush 
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Village Market 
It was lovely to see so many familiar faces at the June Market.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  
 
We were delighted to welcome Mary, a new stallholder, who offers a lovely range 
of handcrafted items. 
 
Our thanks also go to Dee and Andre, who provided the delicious refreshments 
this month. They are pleased to announce that they have raised and donated 
£132.50 to the British Heart Foundation, thanks to your generosity. 
 

Our next market will take place on Saturday 11th July,  
from 10.00am to 12.00pm. 

 
If you are looking for an easy and enjoyable way to raise funds for your favourite 
charity, why not volunteer to run the refreshments?  
We would love to hear from you.  
 
Likewise, if you would like to book a table for the July Market, please get in touch. 
  
 

 

Maggie Hobbs  876277  or   Lyn Burnett  870189 
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The Yellow Teapot  
 
Last month's Yellow Teapot alert was a bit out of sync with the 
weather, no need for Aircon in the middle of June.  
 
Now we are heading for a 'real scorcher' so who knows how it 
will be when she sits on the bar in Disati on  

 
15th July, from 2.30 to 4pm.  

 
Will we drink Coffee or Cool Drinks? One thing will be certain, lots of chat and some cake will be 
enjoyed along with a Kenn Catch Up.  
           Julia and Lyn 

 
Morning Prayer in Kenn 

 
Kenn Church is open every day, a quiet space to take a moment. 

 
On Wednesday mornings at 10am, there will be a quiet time for Morning 

Prayer. 
 

No hymns, no sermon, about 30 minutes to hear and reflect on the readings for the day,  
then a time of informal or silent prayer. 

 
If you would like a prayer to be said on your behalf, please contact: 

 Jenny Pascoe 01275 878451 or Julia Bush 01275 873554 

 
Hello Friends and Neighbours in Kenn, 
 
Once again, thank you to everyone in the village who continues to be so generous in your food  
donations for the Clevedon foodbank.  Everything donated is gratefully accepted and then passed 
on to those individuals and families in desperate need of food and cleaning materials which they 
can’t afford to buy for themselves. 
 
As we are now approaching the school summer holidays the need for donations increases.   
Those children who usually eat a school lunch will now need to have their lunches provided by their 
parents or carers.  This puts an extra strain onto family food budgets.   
Therefore, PLEASE could you buy an extra food item each week and put it into the plastic collection 
box in St John’s porch (Kenn Church) and I will happily collect everything donated and deliver it to 
the Clevedon  District foodbank. 
 
If it’s easier for you, please leave any food/cleaning donations in the front porch of Carpenters 
Farm, Kenn Street (the long pink house behind the tall fir trees 
halfway down Kenn Street). 
 
Many thanks for your help and support! 
 
Liz Jaehme  
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Bird News 
 
Red Kites featured again in June often but not exclusively linked with grass  
cutting activities. There were sightings at Yatton and Kingston Seymour as well 
as one on the road to Portishead which dived onto road kill in front of a car  
displacing a Carrion Crow in the process.      Also in the Gordano Valley and 
seen from a car was a very large raptor almost certainly a White Tailed Eagle 
from the Isle of Wight reintroduction project. 
 
The juvenile Peregrines at Weston Town Quarry were all flying strongly by early 
June and a juvenile observed from Wemberham Lane is likely to have been one 
of these. It was zooming on to the pylons seemingly showing off its flying skills. 
Staying with raptor news a Hobby was seen on two occasions near to the  
Clevedon Salerooms. 
 
Following a blank year in 2025 Barn Owls are bouncing back. The Congresbury 
Moor pair have three large young and it is believed that they are nesting again.  
Second nests are reported as being widespread in the South West this year.  
But bucking the trend a pair at Kingston Seymour only started nesting at the  
beginning of June.  
Kestrels also had three young on Congresbury Moor. 
 
Swifts were late arriving and I didn’t see one locally until early June. There were 
nine over Congresbury Moor on the 8th.  
A survey along the sea wall at Kingston Seymour was only  
notable for 100+ Shelduck including a female with half a dozen ducklings, and 20  
Oystercatchers. Four Shelduck were with gulls on a large field at Wemberham.  
Also at Wemberham there were several Skylarks singing and at least two pairs of 
Linnets.  
A Buzzard captured a small mammal and flew to a nearby hedge and this 
prompted a Lesser Whitethroat to start singing. 
 
July is generally a quiet month for birds as nesting is replaced by moult so any 
local  sightings will be much appreciated.. 
 
Trevor Riddle - birds@yacwag.org.uk      01934 835208 
 

John Croxton reports -  Neil & Sophie from Duck Lane  
report a Barn Owl in their garden earlier this week.   
Also they both saw two Hobbies on Nailsea Moor on 

Tuesday! 
 

 

mailto:birds@yacwag.org.uk
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Kenn 

 
Hello everyone, It’s been another busy month here 
and in Westminster.  
Locally, David and I had a brilliant time at YATT-
Fest. It was lovely to speak to so many people, 
meet Mike and Zoe from Avon & Somerset Police; 
serve cider with Tom and Henry in the Thatchers’ 
horsebox bar; and help Virginia’s team in the 
Strawberry Line Café & Community Cycle Hire 
tent.  
 
David and I also had the pleasure of joining the  
celebration for Yatton & Congresbury Wildlife  

Action Group (YACWAG)’s new acquisition – a large piece of land where YACWAG 
plans to protect wildlife.  
In Westminster, I asked questions about: 
* the low mileage rates paid to those undertaking Jury Service  
* Councils losing income from recycling their aluminium  
* potential breaches of export trade regulations for waste tyres 
* huge business rate hikes for rural micro and small businesses 
* when and by whom the records relating to the June 1994 Chinook air crash were 
sealed for 100 years 
* long delays to the compensation scheme for victims of the medical ‘mesh’ scandal 
* whether new training to increase the understanding of state threats for the Police 
should be extended to ‘front line’ health, job centre and social services staff as well 
* the legacy of the Northern Ireland ‘Troubles’ Bill 
* habitual waste of NHS expertise, resources, time and taxpayers’ money providing 
unsuitable wheelchairs for patients which then have to be replaced. 
 
My most local ‘surgeries’ for July are listed below.  
Please call me or visit my website for the full list. 
 
Friday 3

rd
 July from 10:00 to 11:00 at The Market Kitchen Café, Churchill 

Monday 6
th

 July from 09:30 to 10:30 at The Community Café, Congresbury 
Friday 17

th
 July from 10:00 to 11:00 at The Note Warehouse, Yatton 

No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come to meet 
me, I’ll come to see you. 
       Thank you,    Tessa 
You can contact me: 
Call:   01934 440639 (answerphone out of office hours) 
Email:   tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 
Post:   Tessa Munt Freepost (you won’t need a stamp!) 
Website: www.tessamunt.co.uk 
To keep updated on my work as your MP, find me on Facebook, Instagram, 
Bluesky and LinkedIn 

mailto:tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.tessamunt.co.uk
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Our Monthly Missive from The Limes 
 

This is Peppa dog writing. I can't remember the last time I was allowed to write for 
you, it is that long ago. Mark you, Stephen is even worse about remembering.  
He can't even remember what he wrote the previous month.  
He says it is because he is always thinking of the next month but I'm not so sure.  
 
Still, if he can't remember I wonder how many readers of KN&V can recall our  
stories? I hope you remember them. It takes a lot of effort to write them.  
I think he was going to let me write last month then decided that road closures were 
more interesting than me! What an insult! The previous month was even worse when 
he let those stupid trees take up the slot. I'm a lady dog so trees don't mean anything 
to me but we all know what boy dogs do to trees and as far as I can see that is their 
only use. 
 
I think my stories are much more memorable. A few weeks ago a lady came up to 
Stephen and said how much she enjoyed his stories and "especially the ones written 
by Peppa." I wish I had a doggie bone for every time someone has said that to him. 
I've lost count of how many stories I have written but I wonder if there are enough to 
put in a book and publish. I could be famous (and rich)! 
 
Anyway, what has been happening to me? Well, I've had a holiday! I think that it was 
very kind of Stephen to give me a holiday, especially as he had to go away to some 
dreadfully hot and crowded country to have an excuse for my holiday.  
He said he had a good time but he came back exhausted. I think that was because 
his daughter organised it and they did a lot.  
Sounds awful to me. Instead I had a lovely time with that very nice lady in Clevedon I 
look after once a week so I suppose I owe Stephen a thank you. 
 
Stephen didn't tell me beforehand about my holiday so I got a bit confused on the day 
he took me as it wasn't my normal day for going out.  I was  outside, running around 
and exploring when he called me over.  I was enjoying myself and as he thinks I'm a 
bit deaf he doesn't expect me to come straight away nowadays when called so I 
don't, but this time he was rather impatient. I wasn't taking much notice until I saw 
what he was carrying.  
 
Whenever we go to that nice lady in Clevedon we take doggie food. It is in a  
container with a bright yellow lid. Stephen doesn't take treats there any more as hers 
are so much better than his - and I get far more.  
When I saw Stephen carrying my container  I got quite excited as it meant I was go-
ing out but I was a little puzzled as it was a Saturday, not a Wednesday. You might 
think us doggies don't know the day of the week but we are very smart. We also 
know the time of day and what our owners are about to do - and when it is food time.  
  
For example if I see Stephen putting his shoes on I know he is going to go out and 
leave me in the house. I don't like being on my own so I go off and hide somewhere 
and he has to find me. He gets a bit cross at that and says I'm making him late. 
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Anyway, seeing the food, I thought this looks interesting. Something is happening!   
I run to the car so Stephen can lift me into my cage.   Sometimes I jump in but I am 
getting a bit older and I think he needs the exercise so I let him lift me in.  
I am good to him that way. I like the cage in the car. It is nice and cosy and safe. I 
can't understand those dogs who lie on a seat (or even worse and put their heads out 
of the window). It isn't very comfortable and you can easily slip off. I remember years 
ago a lady driving through Kenn Street with a dog on a seat.      She had to brake 
suddenly when a car came the other way and then moaned to the Parish Council that 
the parked cars meant she had to brake so quickly that the dog came off the seat and 
it was the Parish Council's fault. I think what a stupid lady to have a dog on a seat 
when driving. 
 
Once we got to that nice lady in Clevedon she made a great fuss of me - of course - 
and told Stephen how grateful she was to have me for  a week. Actually it was more 
than a week as Stephen was getting back so late he said he would collect me a day 
later and so this nice lady then persuaded him to wait to the following evening to  
collect me. Stephen says that in a very nice way she pushes the boundaries and if he 
wasn't careful he would never get me back! 
 
Unfortunately she started telling Stephen all the treats she had got in for me. Chicken 
- yum, ham - yum and so on. Stephen was not impressed and said he'd have to 
weigh me when he got back and take any extra weight off my meals. That is a bit 
mean and actually he didn't do it. However when he did eventually collect me he did 
take a good look at me and said he wondered if I was more plump.   The nice lady 
said, "Only a little," which was a bit silly of her. She should have kept quiet. I'll have to 
teach her that it is impolite to comment on lady's figures. 
 
It is lovely staying with this lady! I get lots of cuddles and am allowed anywhere in the 
house, not like here where I'm not even allowed on the rug.       I even slept in her 
bedroom! I must say I did get used to nice carpets and when I arrived back home I did 
sneak into the lounge occasionally to lie on the rug but Stephen shouted at me and I 
had to get off. He says the lady teaches me bad habits but he still lets me go to her. 
While he was away he sent her some pictures of his trip and she replied that I was 
looking after her very well so that's good. 
 
We also had some nice walks but only when the weather is good. That suits me as I 
don't like rain or getting wet and if its windy we don't go out either. She is worried 
about  being blown over. Stephen told her to eat more so she'd be heavier but she 
wasn’t very impressed. One day when it was nice we got out twice. Sometimes she 
has a friend over and the friend holds my lead. It’s a bit longer than the one Stephen 
uses. He thinks I should walk by his feet  - he says "walk to heel" - but I like exploring 
so a longer lead is more fun and the lady says I don't pull as much. I don't mean to 
pull but if people don't take me to the exciting bits I have to show them where we 
should go.  
 
Peppa 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  455 JULY 2026   

20 


